
 
 

One of the most deadly "weapons" for 

ground battle isn't tanks or artillery but 

an airman with a radio who can make 

your day below average. 

Staff Sgt. Don Stillman stood 

in the middle of a raging 

ground battle. A heavy 

armored mechanized battle. 

Not exactly where one would expect to find a bluesuiter.  

An enlisted terminal attack controller, or ETAC, Stillman 

watched as hundreds of Army tanks and Bradley fighting 

vehicles raced across a vast desert terrain. In the midst of this 

deadly armada, he carefully observed an M-113 armored 

personnel carrier as it zigzagged its way to the skirmish's front. 

Stillman, an exercise observer/controller, was evaluating two 

airmen inside the M-113 as they guided close air support for 

Army forces at Fort Irwin, Calif.  

The pair, Capt. Michael Lankford, an A-10 pilot and air liaison officer from Pope Air 

Force Base, N.C., and fellow ETAC Airman 1st Class Dustin Mowery from Fort 

Carson, Colo., proved how devastating air power can be. Along with 20 other airmen 

scattered across the regiment, they helped destroy 38 tanks and more than 170 military 

vehicles of the opposition forces. 
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It was all part of Air Combat Command's Air 

Warrior exercise held at the Army's National 

Training Center at Fort Irwin, where air power is 

integrated into ground warfare. Located in the 

barren Mojave Desert, it's also where Det. 6, 57th 

Wing, U.S. Air Force Air Warrior Team - tagged 

the Ravens - demonstrates how combat aircraft like 

A-10, F-16, AV-8B, A-6E, F-18 and B-1 bombers 

are "another tool soldiers can use to silence a threat" said Master Sgt. Lonny Eaker, 

detachment superintendent. The Ravens' mission is to provide operational, weather 

and logistics support to Air Combat Command's 10 annual Air Warrior exercises.  

Fort Irwin provides a unique advantage over other U.S. military training areas: It's the 

only battlefield where Air Force aircraft engage armored forces in unscripted free play 

scenarios. And it vividly shows fighter pilots, more familiar with a cockpit's distant 

view, how they can aid friendly ground forces.  

Bouncing around inside a personnel carrier and lack of visibility makes "it a real 

challenge to coordinate close air support," Lankford said. "Ideally, you want to see 

where the nose of the aircraft is pointed before you call in for an attack." 

But if you're the threat and you see an air force guy on a radio watching you during 

battle, there's a very good chance you'll be ... terminated.  
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